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Till we all come in the Unity of the Faith, and of the 
Knowledge of the Son of © God, unto a perfeit Max, unto 
the meaſure of the Stature of th? fulneſs of Chriſt. 


HEN the Lord's Ark was to ſet for- 
ward, the Form of Prayer uſed by Mo- 
ſes, was; 3 Riſe. up, LORD, and let , Num.ro. 38. 
thine Enemies be ſcattered ; and let them 
that hate thee, flee before thee, The 
ſweet Pſalmiſt of 1/ſrael, framing his 

h  Deſcant to this ground, -beginneth the 

Pſalm which he prepared to be ſung at the removing of the Ark, 
after the ſame manner - b Ler God ariſe : let his Enemies be ſcattered: b Plal, 68. 1. 
let them alſo that hate him, flee before him ;, and then goeth on, 
tiſl at length he-hath raiſed bis Note unto his full height. : 7hou 
haſt aſcended up on high : thou haſt led Ceptivity captive : thou haſt 
given Gifts for men (Pſalm 68. 18.) Which being by our Apoſtle 
an c this Chapter .interpreted of the Aſcention of our Saviour « Epheſ. 4-8: 
Chriſt into Heaven, ahd made the very Spring from whence the 10: 

Matter of my prefent Text is derived, leadeth us to the juſt Ap- 
Plication of the Type to the Truth; and putteth us in mind, 

that the removing of the Ark, which gave occaſion to the pen- 
ning of this Pſalm, was an Adumbration of our Saviours re- 
moyal from the Earth to Heaven ; and thatby this Abſenceof his, 
we are no Looſers,but Gainers, ſeeing he is aſcended upon high, 
both to triumph over his, and our:Foes, | he led Captivity captive] 
and to confer :Benefits upon :his Friends [he gave Gifts unto 

men. | 

The 4 Ark of the '" _— (we'know) was appointed to be , yeb. g. 4- 

a Figure of e Jeſns tht& Mediator of the new Covenant : the great e Heb, 12.24« 

King, Prophet and Prieſt of his Church. Therefore was it ordet- 

ed, that the Ark ſhould. have. Crows of Gold about it : (Exod. 

37- 2-) than which, what could be more fit to ſet forth the State 

of our King ? for thus we ſee Feſus crowned with Glory and Ho- 

noxr (Heb. 2.9,) Upon the Ark ſtood the Propitiatory or Mer- 

| | (a2) cy-ſeat, 
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cy-ſeat, whence God did uſe to deliver his Oracles from betwixt 
the Ciirubins: than which, what more lively Repreſentation 
could there be of the Propherical Office of our Saviour ? of whom 
it is written 3 God hath in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by his Son, 
(Heb. 1. 2:) The Ark had both the Rod and the Tables of the 
Law, by God's appointment placed within it : than which, 
what could be more apt to expreſs the Satisfaftion, which: our 
High-Prieft was to make unto his Fathers Juſtice, as well by his 
Paſſive as by his Afive Obedience ? for as he felt the ſtroke of 
fEfa. 2.5. the Rod for us, that f the Chaſtiſement of our Peace being laid up- 
g Math. 3+ 15+ o# him, with his Stripes we might be healed: To 8 it behoved him 
& 5+ 17+ alſo ro fulfil the Law and all Righteouſneſs ; that {ſo he might be 
b Rom.10.4. Þ the end of the Law wc Righteouſneſs to every, one , that belitveth. 
The Letter of the Law being not more certainly to be” found 
| within the Ark, than the-Accompliſhment thereof within him : 
; Pſal. 40. 7,8..according to that which he ſpake by the holy Prophety i 3» the 
Heb. 10.7- PFVolnme of the Book it is written of me, that I ſhould do thy Wit, 
O God: yea, tky Law is within my Heart. x | 
The Ark had many Removes from place to place, whilft it 
ſojourned in the Tabernacle : but was brought up at laſt into the 
Temple, there to. dwell upon God's holy Hill ; the place of which 
k Pſal. 132+ he himſelf had ſaid, k This is my Ret for ever ; here will I dwell, 
14-& 68-16. £1 have a Delight therein. Where, at firſt entry, King Solo- 
ibid. verſ;, 8. 770% ſtood ready to entertain him with this Welcome, 1 Ari/e, O 
9. 16. Lord God, into thy Reſting-place, thou, andthe Ark of thy Strength: 
2 Chron.6-41-. Let thy Prieſts, O Lord God, be clothed with Salvation : and let t 
Saints rejoyce in Goodneſs, Our Bleſſed Saviour, in the days of 
his fleſh, had no Reſting-place, but continually.m went about do- 
ing good : until at length n he was received up into Heaven, and 
* fate on the right Hand of GOD. For when he had ended his 
q Progreſs upon Earth, and o finiſhed there that Work which his 
ole > = = Father had given him to do; he p left the World, and went to 
& 19. 30 bis Father ; making bis laſt Remove to the High-Court of Hea- 
a AR. 3- 21- Ven, q where he is to reſide: until the time of the Reſtitution of 
all things. r The Temple of GOD waspexedin Heaven, and there 
r Rev. 11» 19 1p,5 ſeen in his Temple the Ark of his Teff®ment, ſaith St. Jobs in 
| the Apocalypſe. If we look to the corporal Preſence of our Sa- 
viour ; in the Templeof Heaven muſt this Ark be ſought for, in 
no other place is it to be found : but if we look to the Vertue 
coming from him, by the Operation of his Word and Spirit ; ſo 
£Vat. 28-20, We ſhall find him in his Temple vpon Earth, \ preſent with us al- 
| 8 | Way, 
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ways, even unto the end of the world ; for, theſe were the Gifts. 
that , when he aſcended into Heaven, he did beſtow upen 
men. | | 
This the Prophet layeth down thus ;. © Thou haſt aſcended u 
on high : thou haſt received Gifts for men, The a citeth ke — 
thus : u When he aſcended up 0n high, he gave Gifts unto men. They Ephel. 4. 8. 
Reconciliation is eafie : He received thoſe Gifts, not to retain 
them with himſelf, but to diſtribute them for the behoof of his 
Church. So for the Spirzr, St. Peter teacheth us, A, 2. 33. There- 
fore being by the right Hand of Godexalted, | there is his aſcending 
up on high] and having received of the Father the Promiſe of the 
holy Ghoſt, [there is his receiving] he hath ſhed forth this which 
e now ſee and hear, [there is his giving of this Gift unto men.] 
And for the Miniſtery- of the Word, he himſelf intimateth as 
much in his Commiſſion, given to the Apoſtles, ar. 28. 18, 19. 
All power is given unto me in Heaven and in Earth : [there he re- 
ceiveth] go ye therefore, and teach all Nations : [there he giveth 
this Gitt unto men. ] x He gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophers, , Epher, 4 
and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfet- 12. woe 
ing of the Saints , ſaith our Apoſtle here. That herein alſo 
that might be fulfilled, which we h:ard to have been uttered,when 
-.the Ark was brought to his keſting-place: Y Lee thy Prieſts, y 2 Chron. 16: 
O Lord God, be clothed with Salvation, and. let thy Saints rejoyce 41, 
in Goodnefs. = =p Plal 132 9.16, 
The work of the Miniſtery, how meanly foever it be eſteemed 
.in the World ; yet in the Eſtimation of our Saviour Chriſt, was 
_ one of the choiceſt Gifts, that in this Solemnity of histriumphant 
z Aſcending up far above all Heavens, he thought fit to beſtow . Ephec. 4:10. 
upon his Church here upon Earth : as that which tended both.to 
the 2 perfetting of the Saints, and to the edifying of his own Body, * Ibid. ver. r_ 
For as b it hath pleaſed the Father, that in him all Fulneſs fhould y cq1, 1. o x 
dwell : ſo the Son is alſo pleaſed, not to hold it any Diſparage- c Epheſ.1.23. 
ment, that © his Body, the Church, ſhould, be accounted. che Eul- 
neſs of him that filleth all in all. That howſoever in: himſelf he 
be moſt abſolutely and. perfettly compleat ;. yet is his, Church ſo 
nearly conjoyned unto him, that he holdeth not himſelf full with- 
out it : but as long as any one Member remaineth yet angathered 
and unknit unto this myſtical Body of h's, he accounteth, in the 
mean time, ſomewhat to be deficient in himſelf. And therefore 
our Apoſtle having, in the words immediately going before this 5 
Text,. declared, that the Miniſtery was inſtituted for che eeifing, 
a ; CT 
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of the Body of Chriſt ; addeth preſently, Till we all come in the 
Unity .of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of GOD, 
unto a Perfett eMan, unto the meaſure of the Stature of the fulneſs 
of Chriſt. 

In which words we may obſerve as well the Matter of this 
Building [We all] as the Srrufture of it ; and further alſo conſi- 
der in the Structure, fir, the laying of the Foundation | 7x the 
Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son of God: ſe- 
condly, the bringing of the Work to Perfection, and the raiſing 
of it to his juſt height | unto a perfett Man, unto the meaſure of 
the Stature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. 

The eMHatter then of this ſpiritual Edifice (that we may be- 
« 1 Pet. 2.5. gin with that) are Wee our ſelves. 4 Ye alſo as lively Stones, arc 

built up a ſpiritual Houſe : ſaith Saint Peter. To this Saint 
Paul doth here add a Note of Univerſality [WE ALL-] as 
ſuting beſt with the nature of' the Carholick or Univerſal 
Church, which is that Body of Chriſt, of the edifying whereof 
he here treateth : of which therefore he:telleth us more plainly 
e I Cor.12,83- in. another ;place ; that e by one Spirit we are all baptized in one Bo- 
dy, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bound or free, 
For the Catholiek Church is not to be ſought for in any one an- 
gle or quarter of the World : but among all that in every place 
call upon the Name of Feſus Chrifb our Lord, both theirs and ours 
(1 Corinth. 1.2.) Therefore to their Lord and ours was it faid ; 
f Plal. 2:8, f Ark of me, and 1 will give thee the Heathen for thine Inheritance, 
and the uttermoſt parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion ;, and to this 
e Eſa. 43-5, myſtical Body, the Catholick Church accordingly, g 7 will bring 
6,7 thy Seed fromthe Eaſt, and gather thee from the Welt © 7 will ſay to 
the North, give up ;, and to the South, keep not back - bring my Sons 
from far, and my Daughters from the ends of the Earth : even eve- 
ry one that #5 called by my name. 

Thus muſt we conceive of the Catholick Church, as of one 
entire Body , made up'by the Collection and Aggregation of all 
the Faithful unto the Unity thereof : from which Union there a- 
riſeth unto every one of them ſuch aRelation to, and a Depen- 
dance upon the Church. Catholick, as parts.uſe to:have in-reſpect 
of their whole. Whereupon it followeth, that neither particular 
Perſons, nor particular Churches, are to work as ſeveral divided 
Bodies by themſelves (which is the ground of all Schiſm,) but are 
to teach, and to be taught, and to do all. other Chrittian Duties, 
as Parts conjoyned unto the Whole, and Members of the ſame 
Common. . 
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Common-wealth or Corporation ; and. therefore the Biſhops of h Auguſtin. 
the ancient Church, though they had the. Government of parti- 7: 4-  Quam 
cular Congregations-only committed unto them, yet in;regard of O_ 
this Communion which they held with the, Univerſal, did. uſually tes in qui quiſ- 
take to themſelves the Title of B:ſhops: of the Cathelick, Church. que parteChri- 
Which maketh ſtrongty as well:againſt the vew Separariſts, as the CR fir 
ol& Porariſts : who either hold'it.a thing h not much material, ſo-,,,,F mue 
they profeſs the. Faith of Chriſt, whether they do.it; in-the Catho--ponati, — 
lick Communion, or. out of it ; .or elſe (which is worſe) dote ſo-ibi nari crant, 
much upon the Perfeftion of their own-Part, that they refuſe to.*eos inde dif- 
joyn in Fellowſhip with the reſt of the Body of Chriſtians:; as if c— 
they themſelves were the only People of God, and all. Wiſdom. gg tranfire 
muſt live and die with them and their Generation, |  cogebat. Et 
And' herein, of all others, do our Romaniſts moſt fearfully ofs 24ulo poſt. Pu- 
fend ; as being the Authors of the moſt. cruel Schifm,, that ever — 
hath been ſeen in the Church of God. Thoſe infamous Schiſms ;eeqe abi .- 
of the Novatians and Donatiſts were. hut petty-Rents, in compa- dem Chriſti 
riſon of this huge Rupture, which hath pulled aſunder. Eaſt and teneremus: ſed 
Wef, North and South ; and grown to ſuch a head at home, that 520% _— 
in-our Weſtern parts (where this Faction. was fo prevalent) it. qjfjFone col 
hath for divers Ages paſt been eſteemed Carholick. In the 17th..legir, & hoc 
of the- Revelation we have a Woman deſcribed unto us, ſitting 'up- un Dea con- | 
on ſeven Mountains, and upon many Waters, The Woman is there Ste Of In 
expounded to be i that great City which reigneth over the Kings of Send. 
the Earth, The ſeven Mountains upon which that City-ſate, need- i Rev. 19.18. 
e& not to be expounded : every Child knew what was meantthere- 
by: The Waters are interpreted k Peoples, and ultitudes, and x lbid.ver, 15 
Nations, and Tongues. Which is that very Univerſality and Ca- —_ 
tholiciſm rhat the Romaniſts are wont ſo-much to. brag of, For, 
this Womar is the particular Church of Rome, the Ciry-Church ; 
which they call, the 2orher-Church, the holy Ghoſt ſtileth 1 the 1 1bid. ver. s. 
Mother of Harlbts and Abominations of the Earth. Thoſe Peo- 
ples, and. Multitudes, and Nations, and-Tongnes, are ſuch as this 
proud: City reigneth over : the . Carholick: Raman Church they are- 
commonly called by themſelves ; but by the. holy Ghoſt, m the m 16.y.3. & 7. 
Bea upon which the Woman fitteth. 
- This Woman is the Head of the Fattion, and the very Mother 
of this Sehiſm , the Beaſf, that 1s to. ſay, they -that ſuffer them- 
ſelves to: be thus ridden by her, are her Abbettors and Suppor- 
itit. For the particular Church, of Rome (not bcing cons- 
& a Fellow-member with the reſt of the Churches. of 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and to have a joynt Dependance with them upon the 
whole Body of the'Church-Catholick, 2 which 3s the eMorher of 
#s all) will needs go out of her rank ; and, ſfcorning any longer 
to be accounted one of the Branches of the Catholick Church, 
would fain be acknowledged to be the Roar of it : fo that now 


all other Churches muſt hold their Dependance upon it, or 0- 
therwiſe be caſt forth as withered Branches, which are fit only 


to be thrown into the fire, and burned. The Wiſdom of God 
foreſaw this Inſolency long before-hand : and therefore cauſed a 
Caveat to be entred againſt It; even in that Epiſtle which was 
ſpecially dire&ed to the Church of Rome it ſelf. The words are 
plain enough, Ro. 11.18. If thou boaſt, thou beareſt not the Root, 
but the Root thee. The Church of Rome therefore muſt know, 
that ſhe is no more a Root to bear up other Churches, than other 
Churches are to bear up her : ſhe may not go beyond her Line, 
and boaſt her ſelf to be the Rooe of. the Catholick Church, but 
be contented to be born her ſelf by the Roor, as well as other 
particular Churches are. For a Stream to ſever it ſelf from the 
common Fountain, that it may be counted a Fountain it ſelf, with- 
.ont dependance upon any other ; is the next way to make an end 
of it, and dry it up. The Church of Rome may do well to 
think of this, and leave off her vain Boaſting, ©$ 7 ſit a Queer, 
and am no VVidow, and ſhall ſee no Sorrow. Other Churches may 
fail, and the Gates of Hell may prevail againit them : but it can- 
not fall out ſo with me.” Whereas ſhe might remember, that: 
they were RomanA unto whom the Apoſtle ſo long ſince gave this 


. Admonition. Þ Be not high minded, but fear. For if God ſpared 


ot the natural Branches, take heed leſt he alſo ſpare not thee. Be- 
hold therefore the Goodneſs and Severity of God : on them which fell, 
Severity, but towards thee, Goodneſs, if thou continue in his Goods 
neſs: otherwiſe THOU ALSO SHALT BE CUT OFF. 

The Romans therefore by their Pride may get a Fall, as well as 
ethers ; and the Church of Rome by Infidelity may be cut off, as 
well as any other Congregation : and yet the Catholick Church 
ſubſift for all that, as having for her Foundation neither Rome, 
nor Rome's Biſhop, but Fe/#s Chriſt, the Son of the living God. 
And yet this prond Dame and her Daughters, the particular 
Church of Roe TI mean, and that which they call the Carbolick, 
Roman (or the Faction rather that prevaileth in them both) have 
in theſe latter Ages confined the whole 'Church of Chriſt within 
themſelves, and excluded all others that were under the Romar: 


Obe- 
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Obedience, as Alians from the Common-weakth of 1/-ael, and 
Strangers from the Covenants of Promiſe. The Donariſts were 
cryed out againſt by our Fore-fathers, for ſhutting up the Church 
with in the parts of the Sourh; and rejecting all others thar 
held not Correſpondency with that patch cf theirs : And could 
they think well then of them, that ſhould conclude *the Church 
within the Wefter: Parts of the World, and exclude all other 
Chriſtians from the Body of Chriſt, that held by the ſame Root 
there that they did ? lt is a ſtrange thing to me, that wiſe Men , 5yyen. "MY 
ſhould make ſach large Diſconrſes of the Carholick Church, and mano Pontifict 
bring ſo mmny Teſtimonies to Prove the Univerſality of it + and omni humanz 
not diſcern, that while by this means they think they have got- Ccaturzdecia. 
ten 4 great Victory over us, they have in very truth overthrown _— 
thenelves : for when it cometh to the point, in ſtead of the mus, & pro. 
Catholick Church which confiſteth of the Communion of all nunciamus 
Nations, they obtrude their own piece unto us ;z circumſcribing. 2nind effe 
the Church of Chriſt within the Precincts of the Romiſh Juriſ- Gans Boar 
diction, and leaving all the World beſide to the power of Satan; yi7r, inextre- 
- for with them. it is a reſolved Caſe; that 4 ro every Creattre it 55 vag. De majo« 


attogether of neceſſity to Salvation, to be ſnbjefF to the Roman Bij- — 


Bam ſanQam, 


P.phat mult then become of the poor Xoſcovites and Grecians 
(to ſay nothing of the reformed Churches) in Exrope ? What of 
the eApyptian and e/£thiopian Churches in Africk? what of the 
great companies of Chriſtians ſcattered over all Aſia, even from 
Conſtantinople unto the Eaſt Indies, which have gp {till do endure 
more Affiiftions and Preſſures for the Name 0FChriſt, than they 
have ever done, that would be accounted the only Friends of 
Chriſt ? Muſt theſe, becauſe they are not the Pope's Subjects, be 
therefore denied to be ChriſPs Subjects ? Becaule they are not un- 
der the 'Obedience of the Roman Church, do. they thereupon 
forfeit the Eſtate which they claim in the Cavholick Church, ous 
which there is no Salvation ? Moſt we give all theſe for gone,and 
conclude, that they are certainly damned ? They who talk fo 
much of the Catholick Church, but indeed ſtand for their own 
own Particular, muſt of force ſink as low in Vncharitableneſs, 
as they have thruſt themſelves deep in Schi/-: - We who talk leſs 
of the Univer/ſality of the Church, but hold the Truth of ir, 
cannot find in our hearts to paſs ſuch a bloody. Sentence upon ſo 
many poor Souls, that have given their Names to Chriſt. He 


whole pleaſure it was to ſpread ——— Seed ſo far, ſaid 
| to 


A Sermon Preathed 4 


to Eaſt, Weſt, North, and South ,, Give : it is not for vs then to 
ſay; Keep back. He hath given to his Son the Heathen for bis In- 
heritarce, and the uttermoſt parts of the Earth for his Foffeſſion : 
we for our parts dare not abridge this Grant, and limit this 
great Lordſhip, as we conceive it may belt fit our own turns ; but 
leave it to his own Latitude, and ſeek for the Carholick Church 
neither in this Part, nor in that Piece, bur (as pm been before 
- r1 Cor. 1, 2- ſaid inthe words of the Apoſtle) among r all that in. every place 
call upon the Name of Feſus Chrift our Lord, both theirs and 

OHT'S, | , 
Yea, but how can this be, will ſome ſay, ſeeing the Catholick 
| Church is but oze ; and the principal Reaſon for which it is ac- 
Eccleſia ex Counted one, is \ the Vnity of the Faith profeſſed therein : How 
pluribus per- then can this Unity of Faith be preſerved in all places, 4 one 
ſonls copgre- ſpecial Church be not ſet as a Miſtreſs over all the reſt, and one 
gatre wei. Chief Biſhop appointed for a Maſter over all others, by whoiti 
ru, propre ih Matters of Faith every one muſt be ruled ?. And out of ſuch 


nitarem 


Matter drawn for the _— up of one Univerſal Church? T6 

rom the Xarrer of the Building; to 
Pſal. 23. the Srrafture) that it Is molt true indeed, that ' in the Churcti 
eEphel. 4- 5+ there is © one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm : for ſo we are taught 


v Ibid. v. 11. Chriſt u gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evange- 


4 va 0 


—__ and run altogether, as he doth,; upon' the plural nuif- 

. Thav the mwvltitude of Teachers diſperſed over the world, 

without anf ſuch Dependency or Correſpondency, ſhould agree 

: together in layuty; the Foundations of the ſame Faith, is a ipe- 

x Ibid..vers 3- cidl Work of God's Spirit. And it is * the Unity of the Spirit 
which the Apoſtle here ſpeaketlt of, and exhorteth us to keep #2 


the- 


before His Majeſty. 


Bond of Peace. Whereas the Unity of which our Adverſaries 

boaſt ſo much (which is nothing elſe but a wilful Saffering of 
themſelves to be led blind-fold by one Man, who commonly is 

more blind than many of themſelves) is no Fruit of the Spiriz, 

but of meer carnal Policy : and may ſerve peradventure for 4 

Bond of Peace betwixt themfelves and their own Party (ſuch as 

y the Prieſts of Antichriſt were to have, and as many as would ? Pace ſus, id 
be content to yield themſelves to the Conduct of ſuch a Com- { — 
mander) but hath proved the greateſt Block that ever ſtood in jaQanr TONS 
the way, for giving impediment to the Peace and Unity of the tes ſe non ur 
univerſal Church, which here we look after. And therefore NV;- Chriſti Epſſco- 
lus Archbiſhop of Theſſaloniea, entring into the conſideration of OED 
the original Ground of that long continued Schiſm, whereby the qotes. 113745. 
Weft ſtandeth as yet divided from the Eaff,and the Latin Churches contr. Auxen- 
from the Greek, wrote a whole Book purpoſely on this Argu- !7#mn. _ 
ment, wherein he ſheweth, z That there is no other Cauſe to be af- 908 <7 
fiened of this Diſtrattion, but that the Pope will nos permit the Cog- 21, a op $ 
riſance of the Controverſie unto 4 general Council, but will needs fit Jlagiowa; 3 
himſelf as the alone Teacher of tbe Point in queſtion, and have others Aativay axe 
hearken unto him. as if they were bis Scholars : and that this js con- #91 v n- 
zrary both to the. Ordinances, . and the Praitice of the Apoſtles and ©% FAM Tx 
the Fathers. Neither indeed is there any hope, that ever we mon | wn yt 
ſhall ſee a general Peace, for Matters of Religion, ſetled in the v3 85a; + 
chriftian World, as long as this ſapercitious Maiter ſhall be ſuf- Tlzwor 3s 
fered to keep this Rule in God's Houſe: how much ſoever he be izp_ow3- 
magnified by his own Diſciples, and made the only Founda-7 52 F%,2i 
uy upon which the Unity of the Carbolick Church depend-"p,; namy 2. 
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.Now in the next place, for the further opening of the Uzrey 
of the Faith, we are to call unto- mind, the Diſtinction which the. 
Apoltle maketh betwixt a the F ounadetion, and that which is bz:/d- a 1 Cor. 3.10, 
ed therewpon : betwixt. b'the Principles of the Doitrine. of Chriſt, 11, 12. 
and . that which he calleth Perfeltion. The Unity of the Fajrh Þ Heb-6. 1. 
and of the Knowledge of the Son of God here ſpoken of, hath re= 
ference (as we heard) to the Foundation : as that which follow- 
eth of a perfeit Afar ; and the meaſure of the Stature of the ful- 
1/5 of Chriſt, ta the 1, Perfeition, In the for. 
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d Neh. To, ' To 
e Luk.13-35. 
Heb. 6. I. 
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kh Ib, v. 13.14 


mer there is a 'general Unity among all true Believers : in the 
latter a great deal of Yariety ; there being ſeveral degrees of 
Perfeftion to be found in ſeveral Perſons, c according tg the mea . 
ſure of the Gift of Chriſt. So we ſee in a material Building, 
that ſtill there is but one Foundation, though great Diſparity be 
obſerved in ſundry parts of the Superſtruftion : ſome Rooms are 
high, ſome low, ſome dark, ſome lightſome, ſome more ſabſtan- 
tially, ſome more ſlightly builded, and in tract of time, fome 
prove more ruinous than others ; yet all of them belong to one 
Building, as long as they holdtogether, and ſtand upon the ſame 
Foundation. - And even thus is it in the ſpiritual Building alHo ; 
whether we reſpect the pradical Part of Chriſtianity, or the iz- 
teNeftual. | I 

In the pradical we ſee wonderfal great difference betwixt 
Chriſtianand Chriſtian : Some by Gods Mercy attain to a higher 
meaſure of Perfection, and keep .themſelves unſpotted from 
the common Corruptions of the World ; others watch not ſo 
carefully over their ways, and lead not ſuch ſtrift lives, but are 
oftentimes overtaken and fall fouly: that he who. look- 
eth upon the one and the other, would hardly think that one 
Heaven ſhould receive them both. But although the one doth ſo 
far out-ſtrip the other in the praftice of new Obedience (whict 
is the chriſtian Man's Race) yet are there certain fundamental 
Principles, in which they both concur ; as d a Deſire to fear Gods 
Name, < Repentance 'for ſins paſt, and- a ſincere f -Purpoſe of 
heart for the time to come to cleave unto the LORD. Which 
whofbever hath, is under Mercy, and may not be excluded from 
the Communion of Saints. In like manner for the ntelleual 
Part : the 8 firſt Principles of the Oracles of God (as the Apoſtle 
calleth them) hold the place of the common Foundation, in 
which all Chriſtians muſt be grounded - althovghh ſome be Babes, 
and for further knowledge are wunskilful in the Word of Righteouſ- 
zeſs ; other ſome are of perfet# Ape, who by reaſons of uſe have 
their Senſes exerciſed to diſcern both Good and Full. 

The Oraclesof God contain abundance of Matter in them, and 
whatſoever. is found in them is. a fit Object far Faith to appre- 
hend - but that all Chriſtians ſhould uriformly-gre in the pro- 
feſlion of thoſe Fruths that are revealed there, is a thing that 
rather may be wiſhed, than ever hoped for. Yet the Variety of 
mens Judgments in thoſe many Points, that belong to-Theological 
Faith z doth not diſſolve the Unity which they hold together = 
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the fundamental Principles of 'the Carholice Faith. The Uni:y 

of the Faith commended” here, is:a Catholick Unity, and ſach as 

every Chriſtian attaineth unto. 7ill we ALL come in the Unity 
of Faith : ſaith the Apoſtle. . as there is a | common Salvation, 10 ; Jude, ver.z; 
IS there ak common Faith ; whice is | alike precious in the higheſt & Tit. 1. 4+ o 
Apoſtle and the meaneſt Believer. For we may not think that! 2 Pet. t. 1. 
Heaven was prepared for deep Clerks only : and therefore beſide 

that larger meaſure of Knowledge, whereof all are not capable, 
there mult be m 2 Rule of Faith common to ſmall and great ;, which = Regula fi- 
as it muſt conſiſt but of few Propoſitions, (for ſimple men can- 4 pufillis 
not bear away many; ) ſo is it alſo requiſite, that thoſe Articles n_— 
ſhould be of ſo much Weight and Moment, that they may be Aug. ep. 57. 
ſufficient to make a man wiſe unto Salvation : That howſoever in .  _ 
other points learned Men may go beyond'common Chriſtians,and * Mas ze 
exceed one another likewiſe by many degrees : yet in reſpe&t of Ko ee a 
theſe radicalTruths,which is the neceſlfiry and commonFood of all $7, 5 ms 
the Children of the Church, there ® is not an Unity only, but a:et 2975; 
ſuch a-kind of Equality alſo, brought in_among all forts of Chri Sur4wuies 
ſtians; as was heretofore among the Congregation of the 7/rae- #749 £7325: 
lites in the ColleQion of their Mana ; where 6 he that pather- "0,00" 8 
ed much, had nothing over ; and he that gathered lutle, had no Hhgb oct 
lack. | CET Irengus lbs 

If then Salvation by believing theſe common Principles may 1+ 2p 3- 

be had, and to Salvation none can come that is not firſt a Mem. ? £*09-16-18+ 
ber of the Carholick Church of Chriſt : it followeth' thereupon, 
that rhe Unity of the Faith, generally requiſite for the incorpo- 
rating of Chriſtians into-that bleſſed Society, is not to beexten- 
ded beyond thoſe common Principies. Which may further he 
made manifeſt unto us by the-continual Praftice of the Carholick. 
'Ehurch her ſelf, -in the Matriculation of her Children, and the 
firſt Admittance of them-into her Communion. For when ſhe 
prepared her Catechumens for Baptiſm, and by that Door receiv- 
ed them into the Congregation of Chriſt's Flock ; we may not 
_ think ker Judgment to have been ſo weak, that ſhe ſhould omir 

any thing herein, that was eſſentially neceſſary for the making of 
one be a Member of the Church. Now the Profeſſion which ſhe 
required of all that were to receive Baptiſm, was, for the Ager- 
da or practical Part, an Abrenunciation of the Devil, the World 
and the Fleſh, with all their. finfuk Works: and Luſts ; and: for 
the Credenda, the things to be believed, an Acknowledgment of 
the Articles of the Creed :. which being ſolemnly done, RE 
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baptized them iz this Faith; intimating thereby ſufficiently, that 
this was that-one Faith commended- unto-her.-by. the Apoſtles, as 
pSacramen- the other that one Baptiſm which was appointed to. be the Þ Sacra- 
tum fidel, ment of it. SEE ESSE 
Avg. 9ſt-23: This Creed, though for Subſtance it was the ſameeyery where, 
yet for Form was ſomewhat different; and. in ſome places receiy- 
ed more Enlargements than in others.. The Weſtern Churches 
herein applyed themſelves to the Capacities of the meaner ſort, 
more than the Eaſtern did ; uſing in their Baptiſm that ſhorter 
Form of Canfeſſion, commonly.called The Apoſtles Creed, which 
in the more ancient. Times was briefer alſo than now it is. As 
we may eaſily perceive, by comparing the Symbol recited by 
q Habitur a {Hereelns. Ancyranns (wn the 1 Profeſſion of the Faith which he 
5«d Epiphanii delivered to Pope Julim) with the Expoſitions of the Apoſtles 
in hzcef. 72, Greed, written by the Latin Doctors - wherein the mention 
| of the Fathers heing Maker of Heaver and Earth, the Sons: Death 
and Deſcending into Hell, and the Communion of Saints, is wholly 
omitted. All which, though they were of undoubted Verity, 
yet for brevity's ſake ſeem at firft, to have been omitted in this 
"> ſhort Summ : becauſe ſome aſthem perhaps were not thonght to 
' Fr. Syqrez, | be altogether fo neceſſary for all men (which is f Swarez his 
»n,2.in3: Judgment touching the point of the Deſcenr into Hell ;, ) and 
pay. Thom. ſome that were moſt neceſlary, either thought to be ſufficiently 
4þ-4-3ſt'8 ;mplicd in other Articles (3s that of Chriſt's Death in thoſe of 
his Crucifixion and Burial,) or thought to be. fufficiemly mani- 
felted by.the Light, of Reaſon ; 8s that of the Crearia: of Hea- 
ven and Earth, For howlſoeyer this, as. 1t 1s: a Truth revealed 
by Gad's Word, becometh an ObjeCt for Faith to apprehend 
(Heb. 11. 3.) yet it is otherwiſe alſo clearly to be underſtoed by 
the diſcourſe of Reaſon ( Rom. 1. 20.) even as the Uniry, and. all 
the other Attributes of the God-head likewiſe are, Which 
therefore way be well referred unto thoſe Precognits,. or common 
Principes which Nature may poſlefs the mind withal,; before the 
Grace enlighteneth it z and. need not neceſlarily to be inſerted 
into that Symbol, which is the Badge and Cognizance whereby 
as Believer is te be differenced and diſtinguiſhed fram the Un- 
believer, 1-2 $2290 413 165 I 
The Creed which the Eaſtern Churches uſed in Baptiſm, was 
larger than this : being:either the ſame, or very little different 
from that which we commonly call the Nicene Creed; becauſe 
the greateſt part of jt was repeated and confirmed in the firſt 
gellc= 
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general . Council held at Tice :- where tne. firſt graught thereof 
was . preſented to' the Synod by Enſebius, Biſhop os £</4r1a, 
With this Preamble. «© As we have received from the Biſhops thar * Kay; @Gr 
were before ns, both at onr firſt catechizing, and when we received t*M4Couw 
Baptiſm ;, and as we have learned from the holy Scriptures ; and as ©9894 TH 
we have both believed and taught, when we entied ihto the Miniſter hn oi- df 
gr mg pms | | V) miouorev, 
and in our Bifhoprick.jt ſelf : ſo believing at this preſent alſo, we de- & 75, @ ng 
clare' rhis our 'Faith unto you, To this the Nicene Fathets added WI 
a more clezr Exphication of the Deity of the Son (againft the OT T3 ASTQOY 
Arridn Herefie, wherewith the Church was then troubled,) pro- 44s , 
feſſing him to be begorter, ot made, and to be of one Subſtance r"þ -onibubny 
we - Jo. ft F Vauy your 
with the Father. The ſecond general Council; which was aſſem- 9&y vuzdi- 
3 TD: veg | [PETTER Ss 
bled Fifty fix Year S after at. C onſtantinople, approving this Con- K2uey, ty ws 
feſſion. of the Faith, as » maſt ancient and | agreeable ro Baptiſm £1 ThTesoCu- 
enlarfed it ſomewhat; in the Atticle that concerned the Holy Jepito uh ©v aur 
Ghoſt eſpecially, which at thar time was moſt oppugned by the 13; cada 
eMactdonian Hereticks. And whereas the Nicene Confeſſion pro- T4 2) bluD 
ceeded no fiirther, -than to the Belief which we have in the holy 99 Ge 
Trinity ; the Fathers of Conſtantinople made.it up; by adding % vus TI5ev” 
that which was commonly profeſſed tonching the-Curbolick Church ores, Th = 
and the Priviledges therennto belonging. Epiphanius repeating Gifs forte s 
this Creed at large, = affirmeth it to have been delivered unto the ragipowp: 
Church by the Apoſtles. y Caſſiamms avouchethy as much; where Euſeb, ep, apud 
he urgeth this againſt Neforins, 2s the Creed anciently received 3979 tte 
in the Clutch of 4-ridch; from whence he caine: « The Romin (a. «Tit 
Church, after. the days of Charles the Great; added the Article 9oret. lib. 1, 
of rhe Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt from the Son, nnto this Sym- ©; '?- .., 
bbl : and the 2 Conneit of 7r#r hath now tecomittiended it unto , Fa wits 
us, 4+ that Principle in which atl that profeſs tht Faith of Ehviſt ao = Wy _ 
neceſſarily agree ; ani the firm and ON LY FOUND ATION; 78 Ganlio- 
ao mſt which the Gates.of | Hell ſhall never prevail. ©. taedſr. Conte 
| : «j f:r; | . c_— thi 
lib, 6, tf. ge. x Epiyhtn. ih- Ayyoptres þ. $19. tit. Gifc." y F6, Caffe lib. 5: rig 
2 A HM ( Sig « 3-) .Symb wy Ge, = A nad? © ce heh radadin ny 
cipiuin Hliud, Bi 9 cnet] PIO CIO rofitentur neceſfarid convetriunc, ac fundamen- 
- mu nicum, contra quod por ET OS 
rn fr mids Ecclefl tegttur expritheindrith eſſe ceiait, — 
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It is a matter confeſſed therefore by the Fathers of .7rene them- 
ſely2s, that in the Conſtantinopolitan Creed, or in the Roman Greed 
at the fartheſt (which differeth nothing from the other, but-that it 
hath added Filjoque to the Proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt, and out 
of the Nicene Creed, Deum de Deo, to the Articles that con- 
cern the -Son) that Orly Foundation, and Principle of Faith is to 
be found, in the Uriry whereof all Chriſtians muſt neceſſarily 
agree. Which is otherwiſe cleared ſufficiently, by the conſtant 
PraCtice of the Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, in the firſt receiv- 
ing of Men into the Society of the Church. For in one of the A- 
poſtles ordinary Sermons, we ſee, there was ſo much Matrer de- 
livered, as was ſufficient to convert Men unto the Faith, and to 
make them capable of Baptiſm : and thoſe Sermons treated on- 
ly of the firſt Principles of the Doftrine'of Chriſt ; upon the re- 
ceiving whereof, the Church (following the Example of the A- 
poſtles) never did deny Baptiſm unto her Catechumeni. In theſe 
firſt Principles therefore muſt the Foundation be contained, and 
that common Unity of Faith which is required: in all the Mem- 
bers of the Church. RE " Y | 

The Foundation then being, thus cleared; concerning the Su- 

2 1 Cot, 3+ 12+ perſtruCtion, we learn from the Apoſtle, that ſome = b#jld upor: 
this Foundation, Gold, Silver, precious Stones, Wood, Hay, _ 


Some proceed from one degree of wholſom Knowledge unto ano- 

ther, increaſing their main Stock, by the Addition of thoſe 0- 

ther ſacred Truths that are revealed in the. Word of.Gbd : and 

theſe build upon the Foundation, Gold, and Silver, and precious 

Stones. Others retain the precious Foundation, but lay baſe Mat- 

ter upon It ; W/ — Srubble,and ſuch other either unprofitable 

or more dangerous ſtuff : and others go ſo far,that they overthrow 

*the very Foundation it ſelf. The firſt of theſe be wi/e,the ſecond 

fooliſh, the third mad Builders. When the day of Tryal com- 

Þ Tbid.v. 14. th : the firſt Mans b Work ſhall abide, and he himſelf. ſhall rc- 
: ceivs a Reward; the ſecond ſhall loſe his Work, but not. hym- 

# Ibid. v.15- ſelf; (c he ſhalt ſuffer Loſs, ſaith the Apoſtle, bur he himſelf ſhall 
be ſaved : ) the third ſhall loſe both himſelf and his Work to- 

together. And as in this Spiritual Structure very different kinds 

of Materials may be laid upon the ſame Foundation, ſome ſound, 

and ſome unſound : ſo in either of them, there is a great dif- 

ference to be made betwixt ſuch as. are more contiguous to the 
Foundation, and ſuch as be remoter offs The fuller Explication 

of the firſt Principles of Faith, and the Concluſions my 

rom 
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from thence, are in the rank of thoſe Verities that be more 
nearly conjoyned to the Foundation : to which thoſe Fallities are 
anſwerable on the other ſide, that grate upon the Foundation, 
and any way endanger it. | 
For that there be divers Degrees both of Truths and Errors in 
Religion, which neceſſarily muſt be diſtinguiſhed ; is a thing ac» 
knowledged, not by us alone, but by the Learnedſt alſo of our 
Adverſaries. 4 There be ſome Catholick Yerities (ſay they) which a qyzdzm 
do ſo pertain to Faith, that theſe being taken away, the Faith it ſelf ſunt catholicz 
anuſt be takernaway alſo. And theſe by common ſe we call not only veritates, qux 
Catholick, but Verities of Faith alſo. There are other Verities 4 3d fidem. 
mhich be Catholick alſo and univerſal, namely, ſuch as the whole O5rens s pt 
Church holdeth, which yet being overthrown, the Faith is ſhaken in- des quoque ip- 
deed, but not overturned. And in the Errors that are contrary to a tollatur. 
ſuch Truths as theſe, the Faith is obſcured, not extinguiſhed ; weak- on nos, uſu 
ned, not periſhed. Nevertheleſs, © though the Faith be nor altoge- (mon ee 
ther deſtroyed by them, yet is it evil at eaſe, and ſhaken; and as it cas, ſed fidei 
were diſpoſed to Corruption. For as there be certain hurts of the veritates ap- 
Body which do not take away the Life, but yet a man is the worſe for POE 
them, and diſpoſed to Corruption either in whole or in part ;, as —_— 
there be other mortal Hurts which take away the Life : ſo likewiſe ( catholics 
are there certain degrees of Propoſitions, which contain unſound Do- & univerſales, 
&rine, although they have not manifeſt Hereſie, In a word, the ge- ®<mpe quas 
neralRule concerning all theſe SuperſtruCtions,is ; That the more 1g Ec 
near they are to the Foundation, of ſo much greater Importance quitus lice 
be the Truths, and ſo much more perillous be the Errors ; as a- everfis, fides 
gain, the farther they are removed off, the leſs neceſſary doth quaritur, ſed 
the knowledge of ſuch Verities prove to be, and the ſwerying 7m everaur 
from the Truth leſs dangerous. in hujuſmnodz 
veritatum cons» 
trariis erroribus, dixi fidem obſcurari, non extingui ; infirmari, non perire. Has ergo nus- 
quam fidei veritates cenſui vocandas, quamvis dodrinz Chriſtianz verirates ſint. Melch, Canus 
loc. Theolog. lib. 12. cap. 11. e Neceſlarid oportet diſtinguere alios gradus propofirionum, per 
quas etiamfi fides non deſtruatur omnind, ramen male haber, & quaritur, & quaſi diſponitur ad 
corruptionem. Sicurt ſunt quzdam corporum Izfiones que non auferunt vitam, ſed male ha- 
ber homo per eas,. & diſponitur ad corruprionem aut 1n toto aut 1n parte; aliz verd ſunt Iz- 
ſiones mortales, quz vitam eripiunt: ita ſunt quidam gradus propotitignum, continenres do- 
&rinam non ſanam, etiamſi non habeant hzreſim manifeſtam, Do»7nic. Bannes, in 2am 24 


queſt, 11. artic. 2. 


Now from all that hath been ſaid, two great Queſtions may 


be reſolved, which trouble many. The firſt is z What we may 
(c) judge 
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judge of our Fore-fathers, who lived in the Communion of the 
Church of Rome ? Whereunto I anſwer, that we have no reaſon 
to think otherwiſe, but that they lived and died under the Mer- 
cy of God, For we mult diſtinguiſh the Papacy from the Church 
2 The, 2.44 wherein it is; as the Apoſtle doth f -4ntichxi/t from the Temple 
of God, wherein he fitteth. The Foundation upon which the 

Church ſtandeth, is that common Faxth, (as we have heard) in 

the Unity whereof all Chriſtians do generally accord. UWpon 

this new Foundation Antichriſt raiſeth up his new Buildings ;z and 

layeth upon it, not Hay and Smwbble only, but far more vile and 

pernicious Matter, which wrencheth and difturbeth the very 

& Gal. 4 4 Foundation it ſelf. For Example.. It is a ground of the Catholick 
h Per verba Faith, that Chriſt was born of the Virgin Mary : Which in the 
Ons Scripture is thus explained : g God ſent forth bis Son, Made of 4 
wn. ys + ag Woman, This the Papacy admitteth for a certain Truth : but in- 
Nantiatur pa- ſinuateth withal, that upon the Altar God fendeth forth his Son 
nis, ite produ- made of Bread. For the Tranſub&antiation which theſe men 
citur & quaſi \,ou1dq have us believe, is nat an Annihilation of the Bread, and 
genera 2 Subſtitution of the Body of Chrift in the ſtead thereof, but a 
altari,aded po- real Converſion of the one into- the other : ſuch as they them- 
renter & effti- ſelves would have eſteemed to be a Bringing forth of Chriſt, and 
caciter, ut i , kind of Generation of him. For, to omit the wild Conceits 
Chriſtus ne© of Poſtellus in his Book De Nativicate Adediatoris ulrims , this is 
carnatus, per the Dottrine of their graver Divines (as Cornahus a Lapide the 

hzc vera Jeſuit doth acknowledge in his Roman Leftures) that h by the 

Hoc eſt corpus words of Confecration truly ' and really. as the Bread is tranſubſtan- 

meum, Incare 2 ed fo Chriſt is produced and as it were generated upon the Altar 

naretur, cor= * 7 Herg”'s ( - 

puſg hama- - #2 ſuch @ powerful and effetual Manner ;, that, if Chriſt as yet had 

num aſlume- z0t beer incarnate, by theſe words | Hoc eft corpus meum] he ſbould 

ret: at geares be incarnated, and aſſume an humane Body. And doth not this new 

pus cen Divinity, think you, ſhrewdly threaten the' ancient Foundation 

Cornelis 2 La Of the Catholick Belief 'of the Incarnation ? | 


ide comment, Yet ſuch as in the days of our Fore-fathers oppoſed the Po- 
pige 00: : . , Of P 

7x Ejai. 7. 14. piſh Doftrine of Tranſubftantiation, could alledge for themſelves, 
pay i that the Faith which they maintained, was then- preferned-among 
fs, qudafr the Laity, and ſo bad anciently been preſerved. And of mine own 
unt quod pa- CE. 
nis & ho remanent poſt Conſecrationem in naturis ſuis, adhuc ſervatur laicis, & avtiqui- 
ths ſcrvabarur, -Fo, Tiſington, in Confeſſion? cont, Jo, wicliff, quam MS. haves. h 
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knowledge I can teſtifie, that when I have dealt with ſome of the 
common people, that would be accounted Members of the Romarx 
Church, and demanded of them what they thought of that which 
I knew to be the common Texet of their Doftors in this Point : 
they not only. rejefted it with Indignation, but wondered alſo 
that I ſhould imagine any: of their ſide to be fo fooliſh, as to 
give credit to ſuch a ſenſeleſs thing. Neither may we account 
it to have been a ſmall Bleſſing of God unto our Anceſtors, who 
lived in that kingdom of Darkneſs, that the Ignorance wherein 
they were bred, freed them from the underſtanding of thoſe 
things, which being known might prove ſo prejudicial to their * Sunt enim 
Souls health. k For there be ſome things, which it is better for « HOI 
man to be ignorant of, than to kyow : and the 1 not knowing of  . 
thoſe Profundities, which are indeed the depths of Satan, is to lius. Aug.En- 
thoſe that have not the. Skill to dive into the Bottom of fiich chirid. 4d Lay 
Myſteries of Iniquity, a good and an happy Ignorance. roms 
The Tgnorance of thoſe Principles of the Catholick, Faith, Ss 
that are abſolutely neceſlary to Salvation, is as dangerous a Gulf 
on the other fide : but the Light of thoſe common Truths of 
Chriſtianity was ſo great, and 1o firmly fixed in the Minds of 
thoſe that profeſſed the Name of Chriſt; that it was not poſlible 
for the power of Darkneſs to extinguiſh it, nor the Gates of Hell 
to prevail againſt it. Nay, the very ſolemn Days, which by the 
ancient Inſtitution of the Church were celebrated for the Com- 
memoration of the Bleed Trinity, the Nativity, Paſſion, Reſur- 
refion and Aſcention of our Saviour Chriſt, did ſo preſerve the 
Memory of theſe things among the common People ; that by the 
m Popiſh Doors themſelves, it is made an Argument of groſs , Sy/ve#. i 
and ſupine Tgnorance,. that any ſhould not have explicate Know- Sumzi, verb. * 
ledge of thoſe Myſteries of Chriſt, which were thus publickly eo $.6.6x 
ſolemnized in the Charch. And” (which is the principal Point ; om -» 
of all) the ordinary Tnſtruftion appointed to be given unto Men ;z. A oe 
upon their Death-beds,' was : n that they ſhould look ro come 29 n See my Tree 
Glory, not by their own Merits, but by the Vertue and Merit of the fiſt, De Chri- 
Paſſion of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; that they ſhould place their whole — m_ = 
Confidence in his Death only, and in no other thing z and that they ao * flax 
ſhould interpoſe bis Death: beeween God and their Sins, 'berwixt them ro, cap. 7.5. 
and God's Anger. | | 21, 22, 
So that where theſe things did thus concur in any (as we doubt 
' not but they did in many Thouſands,) the knowledge of the com- 
mon Principles of the Faith, 2 Ignorance of ſuch main Errors 
c2) | as 
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as did endanger the Foundation, a godly Life, and a faithful 
Death ; there we have no cauſe to*make any queſtion, but that 
; God hath fitted a Subject for his Mercy to work upon. And yet 
A in ſaying thus, we do nothing leſs than ſay, that ſuch as theſe 
were Papiſts, either in their Life or in their Death : Members of 
the Romen Church perhaps they were, but ſuch as by God's 
Goodneſs were preſerved from the Mortality of Popery that reign- 
ed there. For Popery it ſelf is nothing elſe but the Botch or the 
Plague of that Church; which hazagdeth the Souls of thoſe it 
ſeizeth upon, as much as 'any Infeftidn can do the Body. And 
therefore if any one will needs be ſo fool-hardy as to take up his 
Lodging in ſuch a Peſt-houſe, after warning given of the pre- 
ſent danger ;z we in our Charity may well ſay, Lord have Mercy 
upon him + but he, in the mean time, hath great cauſe to fear, 
that God in his Jaſtice will inflict that Judgment upon him, 
o2Theſſ, 2, which © in this caſe he hath threatned againſt ſuch as will zor be- 
T2, lieve the Truth, but take pleaſure in Unrighteouſnes. And ſo much 
may ſuffice for that Queſtion. - 
The ſecond Queſtion, ſo rife in the Mouths of our Adverſa- 
ries, Is : Where was your Church before Luther ? Whereunto an 
Anſwer may be returned from the grounds of the Solution of the 
former Queſtion : That our Church was even there where now it 
is. Inall places of the World, where the ancient Foundations 
0 Tn ip Ca. Er retained, and theſe common Principles of Faith, upon the 
tholici Eccle- Profeſion whereof Men have ever been wont to be admitted,by 
£2 magnopere Baptiſm, into the Church of Chriſc.: there we doubt not but our 
curandum eſt, Lord had his Subjects, and we our Fellow-ſervants. For we 
ut id reveamus hrinp in no new Faith, nor no new Church. That which in the 
quod vbiÞe> time of the ancient Fathers » was accounted to be rruly and pro- 
quod ſemper, : . - 
quod ab om- perly Catholick,, namely, that which was believed. every where, al- 
nibus credi- ways, 4#d by all : that in the ducceeding Ages hath evermore been 
_ eſt : hoe preſerved, and is at this day entirely profeſſed in our Church. 
- to ror eg Andit is well obſerved by a learned Man, who hath written a full 
Catholicum, Diſcourſe of this Argument ; that 4 wharſoever the Father of Lies 
Vincent. Lirin. | | 
cont. hereſ. cap. 3- 9 Quicquid vel molitus fit vel moliturus fir mendacii Pater, non tamen vel 
effeciſſe haRends vel effe&Kurum poſthic; ur hxc do&rina catholica, omnium Chriſtianorum 
conſenſu, ſemper 8& ubique rata, aboleatur : quin potids illam in. denſidima maxime invotura- 
rum perturbationum caligine vi&ricem extitiſſe, & in animis & in apertai confeſſione Chriſtia- 
norum omwium, in ſuis fundamentis nullo mod? labefataram. In Hla quoque veritate unam 
Yam Eccleſiam fuiſſe eonſervatam in mediis ſzviſſimz hyemis tempeſtatibus, vel denfiſfimis te- 
zebris fyorum interluviorum. oh. Serranus, iu Apparat.ad fidem Cathol.edit.Pariſ.an.1607-f-172+ 
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either- hath. attempted or ſhall attempt, yet neither hath he hitherto 
effefted, nor ſhall ever bring it to paſs hereafter ; that this Catholich 
Dottrine, ratified by the-common conſent of ChriStians always and 
every where, ſhould be aboliſhed ;, but that in the thickeſt Miſt rather 
of the moſt perplexed Troubles, it ſtill obtained Viftory, both in the 
Minds and in the open Confeſſion of all Chriſtians, no ways 
overturned in the Foundation thereof : and that in this Verity, that 
oze Church of Chriſt was preſerved in the midſt of the Tempeſts 
of the moſt cruel Winter, or in the thickeſt Darkzeſs of her Wayn- 
ings. 

©Fhus if at this day we ſhould take a Survey of the ſeveral 
Profeſſions of Chriftianity, that have any large Spread in any 
part of the world (as of the Religion of the Romaz and: the 
Reformed Churches in our quarters, of the Agyptians and eAthio- 
pians in the, South, of the Grecians and other Chriſtians in the 
Eaſtern Parts,) and ſhould 'put by the Points wherein they did 
differ one from another, and gather into.one Body the reſt of 
the Articles wherein they all did generally agree : we, ſhould 
find, that in thoſe Propoſitions, which without all controverſie 
are univerſally received in the whole chriſtian World, ſo much - 
Truth is contained, 2s, being joyned with holy Obedience, may | 
be ſufficient to bring a Man unto everlaſting Salvation. Neither X 
have we cauſe to doubt, but that r as many as do walk according cGq, &, 15 
to this Rule (neither overthrowing that which they have builded, *- * 
by ſuper-inducing any damnable Herefies thereupon, nor other- 
wiſe vitiating their holy Faith with a lewd and wicked Conver- 
ſation) Peace ſhall be upon them, and Metcy, and upon the Iſrael 
of GOD. 

Now theſe common Principles of the Chriſtian Faith,which we . 
call #ov67i5, or things generally believed of all;as they have \ Vni-c Univerſica- 
verſality and Antiquity, and Conſent concurring with them (which tem, antiquita- 
by Yincentias his Rule, are the ſpecial Characters of that which —_— 
is truly and properly Catholick : ) ſo for their Duration we are 7 ;rjn. con. he. 
ſure that they have ſtill held out, and been kept as the Seminary r!f. cap. 3. 
of the Cartholickh Church, in the darkeſt and difficulteſt Times 
that ever have been : where if the Lord of Hoſts had not in his 
Mercy reſerved this Seed unto us, we ſhould long ſince © have © Efay 1, 9. 
been as Sodom, and ſhould have been like unto Gomorrah. It can- 
not be denied indeed, that Satan and his Inſtruments have uſed. 
their utmoſt Endeavour, either to hide this Light from mens Eyes, 
by keeping them in groſs Ignorance, or to deprave it by bring- 
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ing in pernicions Herefiesz and that in 'thefe Latthy:. Ages they 
have much prevailed both ways,as well in the Weſfand Norrh, as 
in the Ea# and South, Yet far be it, for all this?from any man 
to think, that u God ſhould ſo caſt away his People, that in thoſe 
times there ſhould not be left 4 Remnant according to the Eleftion 
Grace. | 
The Chriſtian Chnrch was never bronght unto a lower Ebb, 
than was the Jewiſh Synagogue in the days of onr Saviour Chriſt ; 

x Luk.11.52. When = the Interpreters of the Law had taken away the Key of 
Knowledge : and that little Knowledge that remained, was miſe- 
rably corrupted, not only with the Leaven of the Phariſees, but 
alſo with the damnable Hereſie of the S2dduces. And. yet a man 
at that time might have feen the trne Servants of GOD ſtanding 
toperher with theſe men in the felf-ſame Temple : which might 
well be accoutited, as the Houſe of the Saints in regard of the 
one, fo a Den of Thieves in reſpect of the other. When the 
peſtitent Herefie of 'the Arrians had pollutted the whole World ; 
the people of Chriſt were not to be found among them only who 
made an open Seceflion from that wicked Company, but among 

y Erthujusqui- thofe alſo who held external Communion with them, and lived 

demuſs 2d- nnder their Miniſtery. Where they fo learned the other Truths 

non mg per Of GOD from them, that they were yet ignorant of their main 
fraudem perfi- Error ; God in his Providence ſo ordering Matters, that (as it 
citur z ut jam js noted by St. "R_ ) the People of Chriſt fhoutd not perifh nn- 
oye nee der the Prieſts of Anti + | 

busChriſti po- If you demand then, Where was Goz's Temple all this while ? 

Pulus non oc- the Anſwer is at hand : There where Antichrift fate. Where 

cidat. Hilar. was Chriſ?s People ? Even under Artichriſt's Prieſts.: and yet 

cont. Auxentinn. this js no Jaſtification at all, either of Anrichrif,oor of his Prieſts ; 
bnt a Manifeftation of Gods great Power, who is able to tphotd 

z Revel.2.13. his Church even there z Where Satar*s Throne is. Babylon was an 
infeCtious place,and the Infeftion thereof was mortal : and yet God 
had his people there, whom he preſerved from the mortality of 

2 Revel.18.4- that InfeCtion.. Ele how ſhould he have ſaid ; a Come our of her 
hy People ;, that ye be not partakers of her Sins, and that ye receive 
z20t of her Plagues: If the place had not been infeCtious, he 
ſhould-not have needed to forewarn them of the Danger where- 
in they ſtood of parraking in her Sins; and it the Infeftion had 
not been mortal, he would not have put them in mind of the 
Plagues that were to follow : and if in the place thns mortally 
infected, God had not preſerved a People alive unto himſelf, 

| he 


u Rom. 11.2.5. 


before His Majeſty. | 23 


- not---have faid ; Come our of her my People. © —_— 
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far off a man would imagine that he did ſee but a heap of Chaff, <&perine tri- 
and nothing elſe. Fhoſe worthy Husbandmen that in theſe laſt *rari inter 
600 Years, have taken pains in plucking up thoſe pernicious PaIcany, wa 
Weeds out of the LORD'S Field, and ſevering the Chaff from © 
his Grain ; cannot be rightly ſaid in doing this, either to have ſe noverunt, 
brought in another Field, or to have changed the ancient Grain. JA interce- 
Th# field is the fame, but weeded now, unweeded then : the ak _ pe- 
Grain the ſame, but winnowed now, unwinnowed then. We pres, ds 
preach no new Faith, but the ſame Carholick Faith that ever hath attendicaream, 
been preached : neither was it any part of our meaning to begin Palczm ſolum- 
a new Church in theſe latter days of the World, but to reform m_ Fees 
the old. A Tree that hath the luxurious Branches lopped off, os 
and the noxious things that cleave unto it taken-away ; is not by manum porri- 
this pruning and purging of it made another Tree than it was 84 06 (piritu 
before : neither is the Church reformed in our. days, another 25d elt, Na- 
Church than that which was deformed in the days of our Fore- Foam apt 
fathers ; though it hath noagreement, for all that, with Popery, ficile pervenic 
which is the Peſtilence that walked in thoſe times of Darkneſs ad difcretio- 
and the Deſtruction that now waſteth at noon day. ' .' _ . Bemgrano-.. 
' And thus have 1 finiſhed that which I had to ſpeak, .cancern-"421. þ wn 4 
ing the Vnity-of the Faith: for the further Explication whereof, »4, two 10. ; 
the Apoſtle addeth [and of the Knowledge of the Son of God. | Oper. Angiits 
Wherein we may obſerve beth the Nature of this Grace, and 
the Object of it. For the former, we ſee that Faith. is here de- 
{ſcribed unto us by K#owledge : to ſhew unto us, that Knowledge 
is that thing that is neceſlarily required in true Believing -: 
' Whereof this may be an Argument ſufficient 3 That in Matters 
of Faith the Scripture doth uſe indifferently-the terms -of- X»ow- 
3ng-and Believing. So Fob 19. 25. 1 kyow that my Redeemer liverh, 
Joh. 17.3. This 4s Life eternal, that they Kyow thee the only tne 
God, "and -Feſns Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. Efay 53. 11. By his 
Knowledge! fhall my righteous ' Servant juftifie many, Ag therefore ' 
in the fondaracatat” Trwtflis of Chriſtian Religion, Urity of the 
Faith is required among all thoſe that belong to the CR 
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Church-: ſo in thoſe main Grounds likewiſe there is Ymniry of 
Knowledoe generally required among all that profefs the Naine 
of Chrilt. 
For ſome things there be, the knowledge whereof is abſolutely 
'Neceſſarium neceſſary, © neceſſitate mediz vel finis (as the School-men ſpeak : ) 


- gp tg without which no man may expeCt,by Gods ordinary Law,to attain 
Theolepiillud, unto the End of his Faith, the Salvation-of his Soul. And in theſe” 


quod ex lege a man may loſe himſelf, not by Hereſie only, which is a flat De- 
-ordinaria Dei, nying 3 but by Jgnorance alſo, which is a bare not Knowing of 
fic ad ſalutem them; theſe things being acknowledged to be ſo neceſſary, that 


neceſſarjur: ' : | ON 
eft,ur quicung; although it lay not in our power to attain thereunto, yet this in- 


eriam ob igno- Vincible Ignorance ſhould not excuſe us from everlaſting Death. 
-rantiam invin- Even as if there were one only Remedy, whereby a iick Man 
cibilem, vel could be recovered, and freed from corporal Death : ſuppoſe 


; on _ the Patient and the Phyſitian both were ignorant of it, the man 


non fuerit af- Mult periſh,as well not knowing it,as if being brought unto him, 
ſecutus, is ne- he had refuſed it.. And therefore in this Caſe it is reſolved, that 
quear etfam f from the explicite Faith,and actual Knowledge of theſe things, 


—_— nothing can excuſe but only ſuch an Incapacity as is found in In- 


Valentis,tom, fants, Naturals and diſtracted Perſons, and that in all others 

3. commertar. Which have the uſe of Reaſon, although they.,want the means of 

—_- uy Inſtru&tion, this Ignorance is not only perillous, but alſo dam- 
o C » * o je . 

259. Illa quz nable. | 


ſunt neceſſaria ES i 
neceſfirate finis, fi defint nobis etjam fine culpa noſtra, non excuſabunt nos ab z#terna morte z 


quamvis non fuerit in noſtri poteſtate Illa aſſequi. IRE etiam fi non ſir nifi unicum 
remedium,' ur aliquis fugiar mortem corporalem, & tale remedium ignorerur & ab infirmo & 
medico ; fine dubio peribit homo ille. Dom. Barnes, 3n 284m 2 4, queſt. 2. art. 8. col. 348. 
f Sicur ad legis Chriſti habitualem fidem omals viator obligatur fine ulla exceprione : ſic ab 
ejus aRuali fide nullus excuſatur, niſi ſola incapacitate, GFc. Parvulos .autem & furioſos, czte- 
riſq paſſionibus mente captos, ſeu alia naturall wn, gs prohibitos , incapaces voco 
erſi non fimpliciter ramen ſecundum quid ; ſc. dum his defettibus laborant. Petr. de Alliaco 


in queſtione Veſperiarums + 14 


The danger then of this Ignorance being, by the Confeſſion 
of the moſt judicious Divines of both ſides, acknowledged- to 
be ſo great : the woful Eſtate of the poor. Country wherein I 
live, is much to be lamented, where the people generally are:ſuf- 
fered to periſh for want of knowledge : the,vulgar Superſtitions 
of Popery not doing them half: that hurt, that-the Ignorance of 
thoſe comman Principles of 'the Faith doth, which all 'trve 
Chriſtians are bound to learn. The conſideration whereof, hath 
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Jometime drawn me to treat with thoſe @f the oppoſite Party, 


and tomove:them : that howſoever in other things we did differ 


one from another, yet we ſhould joyn together in teaching thoſe 
main Points, the Knowledge whereof was ſo neceſſary unto Sal- 
vation, and of the Truth whereof there was no Controverſie 
betwixt us. But what for the Jealoufies, which theſe DiſtraQi- 
ons .in Matters of Religion have bred amang us, and what for 
other Reſpeds, 'the Motion took ſmall. Effect : and ſo betwixt 
us both, the-poor People are kept ſtill in miſerable Ignorance, 
neither:knowing the Grounds of the one Religion nor of the 0- 


ther. 
Here the Caſe gGod be thanked) .is far otherwiſe : where 


your AMAFESTIES Care can never be ſufficiently. commended, 


.1n taking order, :that the chief leads of the Carech;/m ſhould, 
in the. ordinary 'Miniſtery , be diligently propounded and 
explained -unto ithe People throughout the Land, Which I 
wiſh were as duly executed; every where, as-it -was piouſly 
by You intended. Great Scholars :poſſibly may think , that 
it ;ftandeth :not ſo well with their Credit , to ſtoop thus 
low , and to ſpend ſo much of their time, in teaching theſe 
Rudiments and firſt Principles .of the Doctrine of Chritt. 
But they . ſhould conſider , that the laying of the Founda- 
tion .. skilfully, as it is the :Matter of greateſt importance in 
the whole Building, ſo is it the very Maſter-piece of the 


-wiſeſt Builder. g fcecording to the Grace of God which js g 1 Cor. 3.1c. 


giver unto .me, .45 4 wiſe Maſter:Builder, I have laid the Fonn- 
dation + faith the great Apoſtle. And let the Learnedſt of 
-us all try. it when-ever--we pleaſe; iwe-ſhall : find , ' that to 
lay this Ground-work: rightly, ( that is, to apply our ſelves 
-unto the (Capacity of the comman Aunditory, - and to make 
an 1 nt Man to underſtand -theſe: Myſteries in ſame good 
Meaſure ) will pnt us to the -Tryal of our Skill, and trou- 
ble us a great deal -more, than -if we were to-diſcuſs a'Con- 
-troverſie , or ;handle a ſabtil Point of Learning in the 
Schools. Yet h Chriſt did give as well his Apoſtles, and. Pro- 
-phers, and Enangelifts, as his ordinary Paſtors and Teachers, 
to bring us all, both learned and unlearned, unto the Uni- 
ty of . this Faith and Knowledge : and the neglecting of this, is 
the fruſtrating of the whole Work, of the eMiniſtery. For 


let us Preach never © 'many Sermons unto the People, our La- 
(d) bour 
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bour is but. loſt, as long as the Foundation is unlaid, and 


' the firſt Principles untaught, upon which all other Doctrine 
' muſt be builded. - | | 


; 2 Tim. 2. I5. 


He therefore that will i ffudy ro ſhew himſelf approved un- 
to God, a Workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, dividing the 
Word of God aright , muſt have a Special Care to plant 
this Kingdom, both in the Minds and. in! the Hearts: of 


"them that hear him. I fay, in the Hearts as well as 


in the Minds : becauſe we may not content. our ' ſelves 
with a bare Theorical Knowledge, which is an Information 
only of the Underſtanding ; and goeth no further than the 


' Brain 3; but we muſt labour to attain gnto_ a further De- 


gree both of Experimental and of Prafical Knowledge, in 
the things that we have learned. A young Man may talk 
much of the Troubles of the World, and a Scholar:-in the 
Univerſity may ſhew a great. deal of Wit in making a large 
Declaration upon that Argument : but when the ſame Men have 
afterwards been beaten in the World, they will confeſs that they 
ſpake before they knew not what, and count their:former. Appre- 
henſion of theſe things, to be: but meer Ignorance; in re _=_ 


- of that new Learning which now they :have: bought by. 


Experience. The Tree in Paradiſe, of which our- firſt : Pa- 


k Gen. .2.9.17- rents were forbidden to eat, was called k the Tree of Know- 


ledge of Good and Evil: becauſe it ſignified unto them, that 
as now while they ſtood upon terms of: Obedience” with 
their Creator , they knew nothing but Goed.; ſo at 'what 
time ſoever they did tranſgreſs his. Commandement; they 
ſhould begin:to know E71/ alſo, whereof before: they: had no 
knowledge ;- not but that they had an iefe&ua!l Knowledge 
of it before - (for he that knoweth Good, cannot be-ignorant of 
that which 1s contrary unto it, Ref#um being' always index 
ſui & obliqui : )* but, that till :then they never had felt any 
Evil, they never had: any experimental Knowledge of it. ©. So 
our Apoſtle in this Epiſtle boweth his Knees unto the. Father 
of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt , that. he would 'grant unto theſe 


t Epheſ. 3-19, Epheſians ., 1 to know the Love of Chriſt which paſſeth Know- 


= Phil. 2. 8... 


ledge : ſhewing, that there is. a. further Degree of Knowledge 
in this kind , that: may be felt by the Heart', though: not 
compreiended -by the Brain : and in the Epiſtle to the Phi- 
lippians ,. m he counteth. all things. but. loſs . for the excelient 

| Knows 


Knowledge ſake of Chriſt Jeſus his Lord. Meaning hereby a 
Knowledge grounded _ deep Experience of the Vertue of 

Chriſt's Death and Reſurreftion,, in his own Soul : as he 
expoundeth it himſelf, in the words following : n That I may « jyja,ver, 1+ 
know him, and the power of his Reſurrethon, and the fellowſhip --:t 
of his Sufferings, and be made conformable unto his Death. _ 

. There is an: Experimental Knowledge then to be looked af. - 

ter, beſide the eHerral : and ſo is there a Prattical Know. 

ledge likewiſe, as well as an Intelleftual. When Chriſt is 

ſaid to have known 70 Sin , we cannot underſtand this - of 
Inteleftual Knowledge (for had he not thus known Sin, he 

could not haye reproved. it as he did) but of Prattical. 

So that © He kyew no Sin, in St. Paul ; muſt be conceived o 2 cor. 5.21 
to be the very ſame with, Þ He did no Sin, in St. Peter, 1 Per. 2. 22. 
In the firſt to the Romans, they that q kyew God ,* becauſe 9 Rom. x. 21. 
they glorified him not as God, are therefore ſaid, r »0t to have c 1bjd,ver. 18: 
God in their Knowledge. God made his Ways and his Laws 

known to the Children of 1/7ael in the Deſert ; and yet he £PQI. gs. 10. 
ſ faid .of them : it is a People that do err in their Hearts, Heb. 3. 19. 
and they: have not known my Ways. For there: is an Error 

in the Heart, as well as in-the Brain : and a kind of Ig- 

norance” [ariſing from the Will, as well as from the 

Mind: And therefore in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, t all * Heb. g.'9. 
Sins are termed &yruart Jgnorances, and » Sinners dyroduyres —_— 
xt mraardpuzyor ignorant and erring Perſons z becauſe however JF Meri 
in the gereral, the Underſtanding may be informed rightly, yet , yeb. 5, 4 
wheh particular Aftions come to be. reſolved upon, Mens 4rifter. zrhic, 
perverſe Wills and -inordinate AﬀeCtions, cloud their Minds, ##- 3: cap. 1, 
and. lead them out of the way. That therefore. is to be £209. & 
accounted ſound Kowledge , which ſinketh from the Brain, gx = 
into the Heart, and from thence breaketh forth into ACQt- nfayufeus, 
on : ( ſetting Head; Heart, Hand, and all a work: ) and gy a» a- 
ſo much only. muſt thou reckon thy ſelf to know in Chri- 927i. x» 
ſtianity, as thou, art able* to make uſe of in Practice. For, ; F Tous 
as Saint James ſaith of Faith-z * Shew me thy Faith by thy ,, fy way ” 
Works : fo doth he in like manner of Knowledge : y W; 0 Jnuf rene? 
is a wiſe Man, and enducd with Knowledge amongſt yoit ! let yivorrave 
him ſhew out. cf 4 good Converſation his Works with Meekneſs ? = 2. 18, 
of Wiſdom. And St. John much” to the ſame purpoſe': z Here- = / Joks. A 
by do we know that we know 0 if hy keep his Command- 
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ments. 


me, 


— 


A. Sernivn Preached: 


ments. He that ſaith', I know. bin!, ana. heepeth: nat his Cann 
mandments ,. is a Lyar, and the Truth is. not tne him... | 
He ſpeaketh there: of Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous : the Son 
a. Mas. 16.26, of God, whois here. it my” Text likewiſe made the Objeth 
18. of this. Knowledge, # Thou art Chriſt the Son of the Living 
God : . is: by Chriſt: himſelf made. the- Reck;. upon: which: the 
b 1 Cor. 3-11. whole: Church is batkded: And:Þ Other Fondation ( ſaith : St. 
Paul') cam mo man lay, than that "is laid, which is TFefus 
cVid. Aug. lib. Chriſt, e Not. that we: ſhould. think, that there. were no 
- ec © other fundamental: Doftrine to be: acknowledged but this: a- 
Pere 4P* 9». lone (for: the Articles: of the: Holy: Ghoſt, Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, Reſurrection: of the Dead, eternal Judgment , and 
d Heb.6.1.2, ſuch other like, have their:place alſo. in the d Fonndation:) but 
becauſe this is. the moſt ſpecial. Obje&t of Faith; . and. the: 
primary Foundation of: the other.. For firſt, as God is made 
the cozxquate Obje@ of the whole: Body ' of Divinity, not- 
withſtanding” it- treateth: aloof Men-and Angels ,.. Heaven 
and Hell, Sin and- Obedience; and ſandry- other. Particulars; 
becauſe: all thefe are brought to. God Reauttzwely.,. if not as' 
Explications of: his Nature', yet of | his Works: and: King- 
dom : ſo likewiſe may' Chriſ# be made the Primary Head of 
other fundamental Articles, becaufe: they” have all reference: 
unto him ; being ſuch as' concern either: his Father;. or his Spirit, 
or-.his-lnearnation, or his:Qffice of Mediation; or his Church, or 
the ſpecial: Benefits :which he hath: purchaſed: for it, 1th ih. - - 
Secondly, Howfoever this Faith and. Knowledge,: being: ta-- 
ker in their larger Extent, - have for their: ful: Obje&t what-- 
ever: is revealed in the Word: of God:: yet as: they build 
us upon the- Foundation , as. they: incopporate: us: into: the. 
myſtical: Body; as - they are the Means off our: Juſtification + 
and Life; they. look npon the So of: God, and: him: only. 
The- holy Scriprares ( within the: bonnds whereof the utmoſt 
Extent of all our Faith and Knowledge muſt be: contained ) 
are able to. make us wiſe unto Sabvation ;, but. yet through 
Faith which is in Chrift Jeſus ( 2: Tim. 3. 18.) So, by bis 
«Knowledge ( or the Knowledge of himſelf ) Fw ay rightes 
ous Servant: juſlifie many + faith the Father of. the Son, Efay. 
3: It, And the Life which I. now: live in the Fleſh, I. live 
= the Faith. of ' the Son: of God, who loved me, aud guve him- 
felf for: me : ſaith- the Apoſtle, Gal. a. 20: The —_— 


——_— _ 
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of Tſradl ih the! Wilderneſs, being ſtung: with fiery” Ser 
pents,. were: directed, for-their Recovery', to look: npon the 


' brazen Serpent : which- was . a. Figure of ©! the. Sox..of Man, e Joh.3.14.15. 


lifted xp upon the. Croſs'; that whoſoever did Believe in . him, 
might: not periſh, but-have eternal. Life. Now as the: 1/raclites 
with, the. ſame: Eyes , .and:. with: the: ſame viſive. Faculty; 
wherewith they: beheld the. Sands and: the: Mountains in the 
Defert, did: look: upon the brazen Serpent: alſo ;. but: were 
cared. by: faſtning their: fight upon. that alone; and :not by 
looking upon any other ObjeC&t- ſo: by the: ſame. Faith: and 
Knowledge.. whereby: we are: juſtified', f me: underſtand: that £pich. 11. 2, 
the: World was framed «by thei Word ofi God, and believe all 
other Traths revealed ; and: yet fides: qums juſtificars, Faith as 
it: doth: juſtifie us, doth. not look upon: theſe, but: fixeth;: jt 
ſelf” ſolely- upon thee Son of God'\, not knowing; any : thing: 
here: but Jeſys Chriſt and him: Crueified: And thus bath 
our; Saviour a ſpeciah and peculiar Place in- thav larger 
Foundation ;' according to-that- of the Apoſtle, Epheſ. 2. 20:2 3c anpo 
Yer are: bualt: upos the: Foundation: of rhe Apdfiles and. Prophets, 1onate aide. 
& of which ( for ſo his words in the- Original may well bear-v7# (ſc. 3:- 
it) Feſus Chriſt is ' the: Chief Corner-ſtone; _ I1g's 
It followeth-now; that we- ſhould proceed . from the- Foune ** 
dation tothe Strufture:: and: ſo. leaving the Principles of, the b Heb. 6. 1. 
Dolriuerof Chriſt, . go- on unto: Perfettion; | unto a perfett an, | 
unto - the meaſure of the Starure of. the: Fulneſs. of Chriſt :] 
There is a time: wherein: Chriſt is but begun, and as: it were- 
 a-breeding in us. Gal. 4; 19: My bitle Children, of whom 1 
ravel' in» Birth' ngain' until- Chriſt be formed in you. After that 
hath been formed' in our: Hearts , he is at' firſt but as. a 
Babe,there 4 yet reſteth'nor- at that ſtay : but as in his natura 
Body he 4. increaſed in Stature:, {0 in every part of his My- ; Dok. 2.52. 
ſtical Body he: hath ſet for himſelf a certain. «Meaſure of 
Stature, and a Fulneſs of Growth ; which being attained un- 
to, a Chriſtian is thereby made 4. perfeft Mar, And for 
this'end alſo doth-the Apaſtle- here ſhew, that the Miniſtery 
was inſtitated, k that we henceforth ſhould be n0- more. Chil- x Epheſ. 44. 
dren ( as it is in' the words immediately following - in my 14» 15. 
Text.) but that: we: might grow ap into him in all things, / 
which: is the Head:, even' Chriſt, For the: Perfetion which 
' the: Apoſtle | here ſpeaketh of, .is - not . to. be. _ 
utely, 


——_— 


I 5 lutely, (as if: any :abſolute Perfection could: be 'found 5a- 
mong Men' in this-life9Y but in compariſon. with Child hood; 
as the Oppoſition is more clearly made by. him, in 1 Co- 
rinth. 14. 20. Brethren, be not Children in Underſtanding, huw- 
beit in Malice be ye Children, but in Underſtanding be Per- 
feft, that is to ſay, of Mans Eſtate. And Heb..5. 13, 14. 
Every one” that nſcth Milk, is unsjlful in the Word of Righ- 
rteouſneſs ; for he is a Babe : but ſtrong eMeat belongeth to them 
that are Perfeft, that is, that are of full Age ; as our 1n- 
terpreters have rightly rendred it. 

Now as there is great difference among Men in their 
natural Growth, ſo is there no. leſs Variety. among them + 
alſo in reſpe&t of their ſpiritual Stature :. . there being. ſe- 
veral _ of this imperfe& kind - of _Perfetion here 
ſpoken of ; which, according to the diverſity of Times, 
Places and, Perſons, may admit a greater or a leſſer Meaſure. 
For we may not think that the ſame meaſure of Khowledge (for 
Example ) is fufficient for a learned Man and an: unlearned ; 
for a Paſtor, and for an ordinary Chriſtian 3 for thoſe that 
lived in the time of . Darkneſs, and them that enjoy the 
Light of the Goſpel; for them that have - the Means , and 
them that want- it: But according to the meaſure of the Gift of 
God, we muſt know notwithſtanding that it .is required gene- 
rally of all men ; that they grow #2 Grace, and 1 the, Xnaw-. 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt." ( 2. Pet. 3. 18.) 

| Epheſ.4. 15. Not in Knowledge only, but in Grace : even 1 grow! up in- 
to him in ALL things, which is the Head ;, as our Apo- 
ſtle here admoniſheth us. We, muſt proceed from . Faith to. 
Faith, { Rom. 1.:17. ) that Is, from one meaſure and de- 
gree of it unto another : and-this being the Root ,, and. 
other Graces. as it were the Branches , if-\it grow: apace, 
other Graces alſo muſt haſten, -and ripen 51 and grow pro-. 
portionably with it : elſe thou mayeſt juſtly. ſaſpe&t ,: that. 
thy growth is not ſound, and anſwerable to that which the 
Apoltle ſheweth to be in the myſtical Body of Chriſt ; which 

m Epheſ.q.16. 7 according to the effetinal working in the Meaſure of EVERY 
Part , makgth increaſe 'of the Body , - unto, the cdifying. of it 
ſelf in Love, The time will. not; permit. me. to. proceed 

a Heb. 13- any further : and therefore, here I end.. n Now the God of. 

___ Peace , that brought again from the | Dead our Lord Jeſus, . 

that 


before His Majeſty. 

that great Shepherd of the Sheep , through the Blood of his 
Everlifing Covenant, make you perfelt in every good Work, to 
do his Will; working in you that which is well-pleaſing in 
his ſight, through Feſus Chriſt : tro whom be Glory for ever 
and ever. Amen, 


